ARK Under Attack!
By Danny Wheeler
Sonic and related characters (C) Sega/Archie/DiC

Chapter 1: ARK Invasion

	Previously, Sonic Jr. had thwarted the Negapack's scheme to create a laser weapon to attack Station Square.  But now Spectrorat plans to invade the ARK!  Maria one day went up to the ARK to do some diagnostics checks on the systems, when she noticed someone was coming.  "Who... who's there?" Maria asked nervously.  The Siamese Twins soon appeared!  Slash was in front, and Wildcat was behind.  Slash said, "Unless you want to meet the Grim Reaper again, you'd better obey us!"  Maria obeyed, knowing that her only hope was Shadow.

	Maria was soon tied up and placed in the corner of the control room, while Spectrorat looked at the ARK.  Luckily, Good Eggman was in another room when the invasion attacked.  Keeping a safe distance, he eavesdropped on the plot: "With all the power here!" cackled Spectrorat, "We can reopen the Dark World portal, and my father, Rexnoctos--aka Negahog--can finally return again!"  Good Eggman was shocked.  Running as fast as he could, he raced to a teleporter and teleported down to Earth.  Thankfully, he had been there before, after the evil Robotnik had been dealt with, so he didn't fear attack.


Chapter 2: Shadow!  Save Maria!

	Shadow was teaching Sonic Jr. how to perfect the Chaos Control technique, and the young blue hedgehog was soon getting used to it.  Soon, Good Eggman appeared.  "Eggman!" said Shadow.  "It's terrible!" the Good Eggman gasped.  "The Negapack have kidnapped Maria and taken over the ARK!"  Shadow gasped when he learned his friend Maria was in danger again.  Eggman continued, "They plan to use the ARK's power to reopen Dark World Mobius so that Negahog could return!"  SJ also was taken aback.  The last thing Earth or Mobius needed was for Negahog to return in the late Sonic Sr.'s absence.

	SJ said to Shadow, "Shadow, you'll need all the help you can get in saving Maria!  I'll go get Lily--she's in town--and we'll start to make a plan."  Shadow replied, "Yes, we must plan carefully.  I don't want to lose Maria again!"  SJ soon raced to Station Square, since Lily was helping some children in Twinkle Park, and told Lily what had happened.  "Maria is kidnapped?!" Lily gasped.  Then she said, "Yes, brother.  We need to return and plan our next move."  The whole gang went back together to plan how to go about the rescue.

	"Okay, here's the plan," explained SJ.  "I'll create a diversion to keep the Negapack busy, while Shadow sneaks in to save Maria and gets her to Lily, so she can heal any wounds she may have received.  Once Maria is safe, Shadow and I will get the Negapack out of ARK.  We'll make ARK safe again after that."  Shadow said, "Good plan, SJ.  Don't lose that confidence."  At that, Shadow and SJ used Chaos Control to warp to ARK.


Chapter 3: Sneak Rescue

	The two hedgehogs made it inside the space colony, and began their plan.  SJ performed his diversion, and Spectrorat saw him on the monitors (Shadow was hidden from the cameras).  Spectrorat called out to the rest of the Negapack, "Negapack!  Get that intruder!"  But he didn't know Shadow was there as well.  SJ yelled out at Darkstar, "Hey, greenface!  Your mother was a hanky!"  The enraged artificial alien chased after the blue hedgehog.  Meanwhile, Shadow used Chaos Control to warp near Maria was.  Shadow motioned Maria to remain quiet, and she nodded.  Shadow silently untied Maria, and both went back to Earth, where Lily tended to her wounds.

	SJ had just run Darkstar and the Siamese Twins ragged when Shadow returned.  "Come now, Sonic Jr!  Let's now go meet Spectrorat!"  SJ said, "You bet, Shadow!"  The two then raced to the control room, where Spectrorat had modified Toad BOB into a tank (the rest of the Negapack were still on Earth).  Shadow used Chaos Spear to smack down Toad BOB, but Spectrorat prepared his enchanted whip and started whipping at them.  SJ said, "This one is on me!"

	The young blue hedgehog prince ran circles around Spectrorat and got him tangled up in his own whip.  Then the hedgehogs forced the evil band back through the teleporter to Earth.  Soon, ARK was safe to return to, and Maria continued her safety diagnostics.  It was soon safe for another tour of ARK.


Chapter 4: Calming Down Period

	A few days after the rescue, the local elementary school had a field trip to ARK, and got to do science experiments that were safe for kids (under Maria's supervision no less, and under the supervision of Good Eggman as well).  Back on Earth, Shadow whispered to Sonic Jr, "The field trip to ARK is going fine.  It's hard to believe that just a few days ago, there was a rescue mission in the place."  After the weekend came and went, SJ and Lily soon returned to classes at Station Square University.

	At the university, SJ received some special recognition from the other students and staff... especially his beloved Crystal Asayake.  "My hero!" she said as she kissed SJ.  SJ just blushed as he received the kiss.  Though all knew the villains would strike again, it was nevertheless time to enjoy life for a while.


The End